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2005-06 Athletes of the Year Named
omen 's basketball player Brittany Smart and men's
track & field performer Jason Scott have been named
the 2005-06 Athletes of the Year at Cedarville
University. The two were chosen in voting by the school's head
coaches.
Smart, a junior from Springfield, Ohio,
averaged 27.0 points per game in leading
the Lady Jackets to a No. 1 ranking in
NAIA Division II for the third consecutive
year. The 5-foot-9 junior scored a school
season record 890 points to up her career
total to 2,269 which is just six points shy
of Cedarville's all-time record.
Smart was a repeat selection to the ..__.......___ _--J
NAIA Division II All-America First Team
Brittany Smart
and was the American Mideast Conference Player of the Year.
She paced the 29-4 Lady Jackets to their fourth straight AMC
title and they advanced to the Elite Eight at the NAIA National
Tournament. Smart produced four 40-point games during the
season including a school and tournament record 47 points in
the national quarterfinals.
Scott, a 5-1 O junior from Clayton, Ohio,
captured CU 's Male Athlete of the Year
award for the second straight time. The
pole vault specialist won the 2006 NAIA
indoor title with a school-record effort of
17-feet 0.75-inches at the national meet
in March in Johnson City, Tenn .
Scott was the National Christian
College Ath letic Association indoor cham- - - - - - - - Jason Scott
pion with a leap of 16-6 and he entered
the NAIA nationals ranked No. 1 on the outdoor performance
list. He is a four-time NAIA All-American in the pole vault and
a six-time NCCAA All-American. Scott won every pole vault
competition he entered during the past indoor and outdoor
seasons with the exception of his 5th-place finish at the NAIA
Nationals and a 7th -place spot at the University of Tennessee
Relays.
Both athletes were honored at the CU Athletic Department's
annual Honors and Appreciation Banquet on April 24, 2006.

W

Brittany Smart led the Lady Jackets
to the NA/A National Tournament
Elle Eight. She was an NA/A Al/America First Team selection.

Jason Scott recorded another outstanding season in the pole vault
including a tie for fifth at the NA/A
Outdoor Championship.

Cedarville University
2005-06 Athletes of
the Year Brittany
Smart and Jason
Scott with CU's
Athletic Director,
Pete Reese.
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CALLAN '$ eoMMENTS
The final chapter of a coaching car er....
honor to whom honor is due. ~i~\,\ I
(.)

by Dr. Don Callan

....

In the fall of 2003 I wrote an article featuring Teresa Clark, the
head volleyball coach at Cedarville University. It was entitled "How
Can a Ball be a Factor in our Witness for Christ?". Teresa had just
led a missions outreach with our volleyball team to Costa Rica.
They had used a volleyball that had the panels colored with blue,
black, gold and red. They had used this ball to share their testimonies of how Christ had changed their lives through the recog nition of sin and how that affected their personal future. And how
Jesus Christ's dying on the cross fo r our sins combined with our
acceptance of that sacrifice satisfies God's expectations of all
mankind. Teresa was a driving force in demonstrating how to use
the ball and how, through sports, to have an impact on all those
they came in contact with .
This experience defined who Coach Teresa Clark was, and
what was really the most important thing in life. Teresa is also
known for coaching the team that makes the honor call in volleyball. Even if the officials miss a touch , our ladies would make the
call , regardless of the score. The integrity of the coach and the
team has become an expectation from opponents, and often the
question of "Why do you do this?" was asked. This frequently
opened the door for a witness of how as believers we need to be
above reproach and honest in all of life's activities.
Now let me tell you the final chapter in the coaching history of
a truly championship coach .
Teresa has come to the end of her outstanding career as a
coach , recently retiring from her coaching duties. Her stats show
that she was on the coaching cutting edge , but the greatest testimony to her life as a coach is the product she developed. Teresa's
program produced winners both on the court and in life itself.
Recently she was named the NAIA National Coach of Character
Sportsmanship Award Winner - chosen from all NAIA coaches as
the one who exemplifies the five core values of the Champions of
Character program fostered by the NAIA. Those values include -
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responsibility, respect, integrity, sportsmanship, and servant leadership.
In early June, the St. Louis
Sports Commission partnering
Through
Citizenship
with
Sports Alliance (CTSA) hosted
the eighth annual National
Sportsmanship Awards at the
Chase Park Plaza Hotel in St.
Louis , Missouri . The National
Sportsmanship Awards honor
the nation's top athletes and
administrators who exemplify
outstanding sportsmanship, citizenship, ethical conduct and
community service . The CTSA Teresa Clark (right) receives her
is the largest coalition of pro- award from a representative of the
fessional and amateur athletics CTSA and Rob Miller (left), director
the NA/A 's Champion of
organizations in the United of
Character program.
States focused on character in
sport. An athlete or administrator from each of the CTSA's member leagues - the NAIA, Major League Baseball , the NCAA, NHL,
NBA, WNBA, among others - was recognized . And Teresa Clark,
representing the NAIA and Cedarville University, was presented
her award.
Congratulations Teresa on an outstanding career, while holding
to the values that contribute to changed lives and consistent
Godly character. You finished well!
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Some of the honorees at the CTSA banquet: back row (left to right) Isaac
Bruce from the St. Louis Rams, NBC sportscaster Bob Costas, Mike
Smoltz representing his brother John of the Atlanta Braves, baseball Hall
of Fame member Lou Brock, an unidentified member of the Texas A & M
University athletic department, high school golfer Adam Van Houten from
Mt. Gilead, Ohio. Front row (left to right) junior college basketball player
Patrick Lepper, and CU's retiring volleyball coach Teresa Clark.
Dr. Don Callan is the former Dean of the School of Health and Human Pe1for111ance at
Cedarville University. He also previously coached the Yellow Jacket men "s basketball team
for 35 years and is a member of the NA/A Hall of Fame.
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Teresa Clark Receives NA/A Coach of Character Award
By Staci Schottman, NA/A Media Relations

OLATHE, Kan. - The National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) has announced that Teresa Clark, a professor and
coach at Cedarville University, has been named the 2006 recipient
of the NAIA Coach of Character Award. Clark recently completed
her 10th year as head coach of the Lady Jacket volleyball program
and guided Cedarville to two NAIA National Tournament appearances, one NAIA National Tournament Team Sportsmanship
Award, one Buffalo Funds Five Star Award, 322 victories and has
always had a winning season at CU.
"The NAIA is proud to honor Coach Clark and recognize her for
her positive role in sports. Not only has she had success on the
volleyball court but she is most known for her role as a coach of
character," said NAIA Director of Champions of Character
Initiatives Rob Miller. "She is engaged in her work and develops
great competitors and even better people. It is truly remarkable
how she uses the opportunity to teach and coach to impact so
many lives in and out of the Cedarville community."
Clark is one of approximately 4,000 coaches in the NAIA that
work day in and day out developing student-athletes and her focus
and dedication is off the charts. Clark has consistently embraced
the Champions of Character initiative in and out of volleyball. She
sits on numerous boards and committees and along with her
coaching duties is an Assistant Professor in the Department of
Exercise and Sport Science, a 1975 graduate of Cedarville
College and earned a master's degree from Indiana University in
1986.
"Coach Clark is the quintessential example of a Champion of
Character. The five core character values are instilled in Coach
Clark's everyday living. Respect is an underlying principle on the
court," said CU Volleyball Player Kelsey Jones (Class of 2006) .
"She encourages feedback and makes her office door and home
open to players whenever needed. The sheer fact that she encourages us to give feedback and makes an honest effort to evaluate
and implement ideas speaks volumes about her character."
Clark instills values in the student-athletes she works with and
sets an example of how good teams exhibit the Champions of
Character ideal. A key component of the game Clark incorporates
is the "honor call" . If an official misses a touch by one of the
Cedarville volleyball players, the player will make the "honor call"
and tell the official that she touched the ball, regardless of the ramifications for the match.
"I can tell you that as an Athletic Director, my heart has been
touched as I have received letters and emails from opposing players, coaches and administrators who have expressed that our volleyball coach and players are the epitome of true character on and
off the court," said CU Athletic Director Pete Reese. "The heartbeat of her program has been the desire for her athletes to not only
embrace the five core values in theory, but clearly to put them in
practice."
Not only has Clark made a sizable difference on the CU campus
she has organized several mission trips introducing CU athletes to
a different part of the world, new opportunities and new challenges. The Lady Jackets started the 2005 season on a two-week
mission trip to the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica . There the
team worked together to distribute food to needy families, spent
time at orphanages and schools, sang in town squares, talked to
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people eager to find true hope in
life and played matches against
various club teams. These opportunities allow individuals to see
how sport can serve as a tool of
ministry. The players returned to
Ohio with a renewed commitment
to sport and recognized opportunities and ways to impact individuals
through
athletics
and
the
Teresa Clark is just the second coach
Champions of Character mes- to receive the NA/A 's Coach of
sage.
Character Award. Grace College men's
"It has been an incredible privi- basketball coach Jim Kessler won the
award in 2005.
lege to work and coach at
Cedarville University for the past ten years because it is an institution that also supports the NAIA's Champions of Character focus.
The CU women's volleyball program has placed a great deal of
importance in the last ten years on making 'honor cal ls' during our
matches. As head coach , I have sought to instill and reinforce this
value in each of my players," said Clark. "Knowing that this act of
honesty - vocalizing the touch of a volleyball in the arena of competition - would also carry on into the future. This will be demonstrated in their careers, marriages, as well as passing this value to
the next generation."
Clark received the national Coach of Character Award from the
following list of regional award winners: Russ Davis of Vanguard
University (Calif., Region II) , Dennis McCulloch of Valley City State
University (N.D., Region Ill) , Paul McGrady of Southern Nazarene
University (Okla. , Region VI) , Brian Spielbauer of William Penn
University (Iowa, Region VII) , John Foss of Indiana Wesleyan
University (Region VIII), Richard Aubrey of Milligan College (Tenn .,
Region XII), Chad McDowell of Louisiana State University in
Shreveport (La. , Region XIII), Leigh Chamberlain of Lyndon State
College (Vt. , Region X) and Scott Rabalais of Savannah College
of Art and Design (Ga., Region XIV).
Clark will be recognized at the 2007 NAIA National Convention
and was recently honored at the Citizenship Through Sports
Alliance Annual Awards Dinner in St. Louis, Missouri on Saturday,
June 10, 2006. Each year, the alliance presents awards to honorees from each of its ten member organizations: Major League
Baseball, NCAA, NAIA, NHL, NBA, WNBA, National Association of
Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA), National Association for
Sport and Physical Education (NASPE), National Federation of
State High School Association (NFHS) and the National Junior
College Athletic Association (NJCAA).

Teresa Clark (second
from right) and her
husband, Jim, are
joined by CU athletic
director Pete Reese
(far left) and his wife,
Joyce, at the National
Sportsmanship
Awards banquet in St.
Louis on June 10.

Congratulations to the 2005-06
Cedarville University Senior Athletes

~

.,,

Sarah Bailey
Women's Cross
Country

Erin Baranski
Women's
Soccer

Andrew
Belleman
Men's Soccer

Justin Benz
M en's Soccer

Matt Bonin
Baseball

Drew Borton
Men's
Basketball

Kim Bowman
Softball

Kiel Boynton
Baseball

Dan Campbell
Men's Cross
Country/
Track & Field

Emily
Delimpo
Women's
Basketball

Erin DiMeolo
Women's
Softball

Emanuel
Dolph
M en's Tennis

Phil Ellis
Men's Soccer

Jackie
Greetham
Women's
Softball

Kevin Hall
Men's Cross
Country/
Track & Field

Tim Hartman
Men's Tennis

Eric Huffer
Men's
Basketball

Nicole James
Women's
Soccer
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Congratulations to the 2005-06
Cedanillle University Senior Athletes

Kelsey Jones
Volleyball

Jodi Kraker
Women's
Tennis

Grant Knight
Men's Soccer

Lauren Mable
Volleyball/
Women's Track
& Field

Justin
Mattern
Men's Track
& Field

Jared
Michonski
Men's Tennis

Andrew Noble
Baseball

Erica Paugh
Volleyball

Alex Pummell
Baseball

Mike Rhoads
Men's Tennis

Tyler
Schumacher
Men's Soccer

Ben Shroyer
Men's Cross
Country/
Track & Field

Allie Smith
Softball

Joel Smith
Men's Track
& Field

Mugabe
Thomas
Men's
Basketball

Katie Walter
Women's
Soccer

Krista Watson
Women's
Soccer

Crystal Wiley
Women's
Basketball
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2006 Spring Sports Highlights

,.

Tim Hartman, a senior from Leo, IN, led
the Yellow Jacket men 's tennis squad to a
22-7 mark and their first NA/A Region IX
title in 13 years. Hartman, named an NA/A
All-America Scholar-Athlete for the second
consecutive year, posted a 17-5 mark this
past spring as CU's # 1 singles player.

Jodi Kraker, a senior from Holland, Ml,
helped the Lady Jacket women 's tennis
team to a share of the American Mideast
Conference South Division crown. She
was an NA/A All-America Scholar-Athlete
the last two seasons while also earning
NCCAA All-America honors.

Junior Scott Aker from Springfield, OH,
averaged a school-record 73.61 strokes
per 18 holes this year, won or tied for
medalist in four tournaments while also
setting new school scoring marks for 18
holes (67) and 36 holes (140). He was an
NA/A All-America Honorable Mention.

Jason Scott, a junior pole vaulter from
Clayton, OH, earned NA/A All-America
honors by clearing 16-feet 2. 75-inches to
tie for fifth at the NA/A Outdoor Track &
Field Championship. He set a school
record 17-feet 0. 75-inches to win the event
at the NCCAA Outdoor Championship.

Senior Kevin Hall from Middletown, OH,
qualified for the NA/A Outdoor Track &
Field Championship in the 3, ODO meter
steeplechase. He was a three-time
NCCAA champion and the 2006 AMC winner in the event. Hall was presented the
Wheeler Award at the NCCAA Outdoor
Championship which recognizes the outstanding athlete in academics, leadership,
Christian character and service.

Junior Samantha Maat, from Walker, Ml,
was an NA/A All-American in both the SK
and 1OK. It was her fourth straight honor in
the SK with a time of 17:33.80. Maat's
36: 14.24 effort in the 10K set a school
record and earned A/I-America status for
the third consecutive season.
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Cedarville University
Athletic Partners
(as of 7/ 11/06)
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Richie Reeder, a junior third baseman for
the Yellow Jackets from York, PA, earned
NA/A and NCCAA All-America ScholarAthlete honors in 2006. He recorded a .309
batting mark while posting a second-best
.447 slugging percentage. Reeder's 21
RBl's were third-highest on the squad.

Senior outfielder Jackie Greetham, from
Wellington, OH, was an NA/A and NCCAA
All-America Scholar-Athlete for two consecutive seasons. She was second on the
team with a .319 batting average and 19
stolen bases while earning All-AMC
Second Team honors.

Paul Wilson , a sophomore from Allegany,
N Y, completed a successful first season
with the Jackets. He Jed the squad in hitting
(.342), hits (50), runs (32), total bases (69)
and slugging percentage (.473). Wilson
started all 45 games in 2006 for CU at
shortstop.

Erin DiMeolo, a senior catcher from
Chardon, OH, Jed the Lady Jacket softball
squad to a 22-24 season while posting a
team-best .338 batting average. She led in
base hits with 52 and was second in RBl's
(19), runs (28) and triples (6). DiMeolo was
also an All-AMC Second Team performer.
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• AG Edwards & Sons, Inc.
• American Family Insurance
• Applied Mechanical Systems, Inc.
• Aqua Falls Bottled Water
• Beavercreek Rental
• Belle 's Italian Restaurant
• Big Orange Shoe Shop (BOSS)
• CDR Radio
• Cedarville Hardware
• Cedarville Pharmacy
• Cedarville Self-Storage
• Chase Manhattan Bank
• Coldwell Banker, Realtors, Heather Beem
• Collett Propane Co.
• Colonial Pizza
• Combs Interior Specialties
• Community Bowling Lanes Inc. - Xenia
• Conserve Concrete Construction Services
• Courtyard by Marriott
• Cowen 's Team Sports
• Dave Dennis Dodge, Chrysler, Jeep
• Dayton Dragons
• Deer Creek Apartments
• Der Dutchman
• Docton Animal Clinic
• Dr. Jerry Frasure, Dentist
• Engle's Florist & Gifts
• File Sharpening
• Financial Counseling , Inc.
• FKCI - Promotions and Awards
• Foreman - Blai r
Pontiac, Buick, GMC
• Frame Haven Art Gallery, Inc.
• Genesis Dollar Mart
• Golf Unlimited
• Greene County Convention and Visitors Bureau
• Greene Memorial Hospital
• Hampton Inn
• Hearthstone Inn
• Hidy Honda
• Holiday Inn - Springfield South
• Holiday Inn - Xenia
• JDM Custom Impressions
• J.O. Harner Supply Co.
• Key Bank
• Lofino's
• Mark Crellin Plumbing
• Matt Franz Photography
• Miller Printing
• Mom & Dad's Dairy Bar
• Neeld Funeral Home
• Northwest Baptist Seminary
• Ohio Army National Guard
• Orthopaedic Institute of Dayton
• Pepsi
• Phillips Construction Materials & Services
• Prestige Mortgage Group, Inc.
• Prime Outlets - Jeffersonville
• Red Roof Inn - Springfield
• Reichley Insurance
• Remax/Spirit - Dave Johnson
• Riva Construction
• Rollins Moving and Storage
• ScreenPlay Printing
• Sheridan & Associates
• Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
• Southwest Landmark
• Spencer & Associates LLC/AFID LLC
• Springfield Convention and
Visitors Bureau
• Subway Restaurant, Cedarville
• The Wade Company
• Thomas Graphics
• Trophy Sports Center
• Village Super Valu
• Wallace & Turner, Inc.
• Xenia Shoe & Leather
• Young's Jersey Dairy - Restaurant/Family Fun
Center
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Jones, Venter Recognized for Sports Ministry

.,.

Women's volleyball performer Kelsey Jones and men 's basketball player Maicol
Venter are the recipients of the Don and Nedra Callan Sports Ministry Awards at
Cedarville University for the 2005-06 academ ic year. The honor recognizes student-athletes for their evangelism in and through sports activities while at the
institution.
The awards are given in the name of Don and Nedra Callan , who have been
committed to worldwide sports evangelism for more than four decades. Dr. Callan
is the former Dean of the School of Health and Human Performance and has
served in various other capacities in athletics during his 46 years at the school.
Jones, a senior setter from Cedarville, OH, was part of a Lady Jacket volleyballl squad that finished with a best-ever 45-6 record, a second straight NAIA
National Tournament appearance and a second consecutive American Mideast
.
.
Conference South Division championship. She was part of two missions trips to
Kelsey Jones and Ma,col Venter with Mrs. Nedra Callan.
Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic during her four-year CU career.
Venter, a 6-7 junior forward from Novo Hamburgo, Brazil, is a two-year member of the Yellow Jacket basketball squad . The team has
posted a record of 48-21 over those two seasons which also includes a trip to the NAIA Final Four in 2005. He has been involved in mission trips to China and Jamaica with the men's basketball team while also helping with basketball clinics at Franklin Furnace Juvenile
Detention Center.

Delimpo, Ellis earn Callan Awards

Kraker, Hall are NAIA
"Champions of Character"

HAT I ONAL

-*
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OF
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Champions •
of Charac!e~

Emily Delimpo
and
Phi/Ellis
with
Mrs. Nedra
Callan.

Women 's basketball star Emily Delimpo and men 's soccer player
Phil Ellis are the recipients of the Donald E. Callan Awards at
Cedarville University for the 2005-06 academic year. The awards
are given in the name of Dr. Don Callan, former Dean of the School
of Health and Human Performance. Dr. Callan has served in various other capacities in athletics during his 46 years at the school.
The awards recognize student-athletes who have participated all
four years at the school with an emphasis on Christian service,
academics, leadership, and athletic accomplishment.
Delimpo, a senior from Chesapeake, OH, is a four-year player for
the Lady Jackets that made an NAIA national tournament appearance each season of her career. She graduated as a biology major
and as CU 's tenth all-time leading scorer (1,556) and second alltime leading rebounder (1,074). Delimpo has participated in a missions trip to the Dominican Republic as well as numerous service
projects with the team.
Ellis, a senior from Cincinnati, OH , is a four-year starter for the
Yellow Jacket soccer squad that posted a 15-4-1 record this past
fall and a No. 1 national ranking in the NCCAA. He was named the
NCCAA Kyle Rote, Jr. National Player of the Year and earned NAIA
All-America honorable mention for the 2005 campaign . Ellis has
extensive ministry involvement through MIS, soccer mission trips,
and soccer camps.

if-'JJl?""" '"

Jodi Kraker and Kevin Hall
with Or. Pam Johnson,
Dean of the School of
Health and Human
Performance {left) and Jeff
Bolender, CU's head track
& field coach, representing
Marv Troyer, NA/A
Champion of Character
campus liasion.

Women's tennis player Jodi Kraker and cross country/track & field
performer Kevin Hall are the recipients of the third annual
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics "Champion of
Character" Award at Cedarville University for the 2005-06 academic year. The honor recognizes student-athletes for their representation of the five core values the NAIA has established that
comprise a Champion of Character: respect, integrity, responsibility, servant leadership and sportsmanship.
Kraker, a senior from Holland, Ml, helped lead the 2006 Lady
Jackets to a share of the American Mideast Conference South
Division title. She is a Dean's List student as an exercise science
major and was a four-year member of the Lady Jacket tennis
squad . According to her coach, Dr. Pam Johnson, "Jodi has the
ability and desire to love people well."
Hall, a senior from Germantown, OH , is completing a four-year
career with the Yellow Jackets as a successful distance runner.
He is a Dean's List student as a comprehensive Bible major and
was a team captain. Hall was a three-time NCCAA champion in
the 3,000 meter steeplechase. He has served as the youth pastor at his home church for the last four years and is also involved
in the church's music ministry.
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12005-06 Yellow Jacket Athletic Highlights ~
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MEN'S CROSS COUNTRY - - - - - - - - - - - -

Mideast Conference (7th of 13); 25th Annual Cedarville Invitational (3rd of
1O); Wittenberg Invitational Champions; Urbana Invitationa l Champions

Ranked as high as 11th in NAIA national poll; NAIA Nationals (14th of
28) ; NCCAA Nationals (3rd of 23) ; American Mideast Conference (4th of
13); All-Ohio Championship (9th of 41)

WOMEN'S SOFTBALL - - - - - --

WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY - - - - - - - -- -

22-24 Overall Record; 6-8 American Mideast Conference South Division
Record (tie 5th of 8) ; NCCAA National Tournament Participant

Ranked as high as 4th in NAIA national poll ; NAIA Nationals (4th of 28) ;
NCCAA Nationals (2nd of 21 ); American Mideast Conference (1st of 15);
All-Ohio Championship (7th of 41 ); NAIA Region IX Champions;
American Mideast Conference Champions; Shawnee State Invitational
Champions; Southeast Classic Champions

MEN'S SOCCER - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15-4-1 Overall Record; 6-2-0 American Mideast Conference South
Division Record (2nd of 9) ; NAIA Region IX Final Four qualifier; AMC
Tournament participant

WOMEN'S SOCCER - - - - - - - - - - - --

- --

---

MEN'S TRACK & FIELD - - - - - - - - - - - - NCCAA Indoor Champions (1st of 11 ), NAIA Indoor Championship (14th
of 84); NAIA Outdoor Championship (34th of 104); NCCAA Outdoor
Championship (3rd of 15); American Mideast Conference Championship
(4th of 10); Rose-Hulman Indoor Invitational Champions; Cedarville Indoor
Invitational Champions; Cedarville Outdoor Open Champions ; Emory
Classic Champions; Anderson Invitational Champions; NCCAA Indoor
Coaching Staff of the Year

-

5-10-1 Overall Record ; 2-5-1 American Mideast Conference South
Division Record (7th of 9) ; AMC South Division Fair Play Team Award

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL - - - - - - - - - - 45-6 Overall Record; 16-0 American Mideast Conference South Division
Record (1st of 9); Ranked as high as 17th in NAIA national poll; NCCAA
National Champions; NAIA Region IX Champions; NCCAA Midwest
Region Champions; AMC Tournament Champions; AMC South Division
Champions ; NAIA National Tournament Participant; NAIA Buffalo Funds
Five Star Award; Cedarville Invitational Champions; Grace Invitational
Champions

Both Cedarville University men's and women's indoor track & field teams
captured the National Christian College Athletic Association (NCCAA)
national titles in 2006 at Taylor University in Upland, Indiana.

The CU women 's volleyball team earned the 2005 National Christian
College Athletic Association (NCCAA) Division I national championship
at Northwestern College in St. Paul, Minnesota.

MEN'S BASKETBALL - - - - -- -- - - - - 20-11 Overall Record; 13-5 American Mideast Conference South Division
Record (tie 2nd of 1O); AMC/NAIA Qualifying Tournament Runner-Up;
NCCAA Midwest Region Runner-Up; Ran ked as high as #4 in NAIA
Division II national poll

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL- -- - - - - - - - 29-4 Overall Record; 18-0 American Mideast Conference South Division
Record (1st of 1O); NAIA Division II Elite Eight; American Mideast
Conference Champions; AMC South Division Champions; Ranked as
high as #1 in NAIA Division II national poll

BASEBALL - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~
12-33 Overall Record; 4-20 American Mideast Conference South Division
Record (7th of 7)

MEN'S GOLF - - -- -- - -- - - -- - - - NCCAA Nationals (9th of 24); NAIA Region IX (8th of 14); American

I

WOMEN'S TRACK & FIELD - -

- --

- --

- - --

NCCAA Indoor Champions (1st of 10), NAIA Indoor Championship (tie
21st of 79) ; NAIA Outdoor Championship (tie 12th of 92); NCCAA Outdoor
Championship (3rd of 13); American Mideast Conference Championship
(3rd of 9); Rose-Hulman Indoo r Invitational Champions; Cedarvi lle
Outdoor Open Champions; NCCAA Indoor Coaching Staff of the Year

MEN'S TENNIS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 22-7 Overall Record; 7-1 American Mideast Conference Record (2nd of 9);
NAIA Region IX Champions; NAIA National Tournament Participant; NAIA
Scholar-Team (#7 with 3.49 combined GPA) ; NCCAA National Tournament
(5th of 8)

WOMEN'S TENNIS - - - - - - - - - --

- -~

19-5 Overall Record ; 4-1 American Mideast Conference South Division
Record (tie 1st of 6); AMC South Division Co-Champions; NCCAA
National Tournament Participant; NAIA Scholar-Team (#5 with 3.67 combined GPA)

Check the CU Sports Information website for the most
up-to-date athletics information at:
http://vellowiackets.cedarville.edu
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Matt Houchin &
Tricia Wegman

Matt Houchin will be a junior at Cedarville this coming year. He is
an exercise science major from Harrison, Ohio and is a member of
the Yellow Jacket baseball squad. This past season, he started 43
games as a designated hitter with a .271 batting average. He led
the team with 26 runs batted in and was second with 12 doubles
while being named to the NCCAA All-Midwest Region Team. Tricia
Wegman will also be a junior at CU this fall and is a multi-age special education major. She is also from Harrison, Ohio and was a
member of the Lady Jacket JV basketball team last winter. Her
father, Bill Wegman, assembled an 11-year career (1985-1995) as
a pitcher for the Milwaukee Brewers winning 81 games with 696
strikeouts. He is currently a pastor in southwestern Ohio.
Matt and Tricia share their story of how God brought them
together and how He is leading them together in the future to serve
on the mission field.

* Tell us about your families.
Matt: The first 1O years of my life I lived in southeastern Indiana
and then we moved across the border into Ohio so I could play
baseball at Harrison High School. My dad recently retired from a
company he started over 25 years ago and now he and my mom
spend a lot of time together traveling and playing golf. I have an
older brother who is married and an older sister that graduated
from Ohio University with a master's degree in engineeering who
lives in Beavercreek, Ohio.
Tricia: I grew up in the Cincinnati , Ohio area and have been part of
a baseball family for as long as I can remember. My dad was drafted out of Oak Hills High School by the Milwaukee Brewers. His
team went to the state tournament two straight years and in one of
those games my dad, who had been playing mostly shortstop, got
to pitch for an inning. Scouts from the Brewers were at the game
to watch another pitcher, but when they saw my dad in action , they
were impressed and soon he began his career with the Brewers.
My parents got married right after high school , moved to
Milwaukee and lived there for five years before I was born . My dad
played at various levels in the minor leagues for three or four years
before being called up to the majors. My family eventually moved
back to the Cincinnati area.

* How did you meet?
Matt: We met during our sophomore year at Harrison High School
after Tricia transferred in from Oak Hills High School after her
freshman year because the athletics opportunities were better at
Harrison and her family also wanted a smaller school district.
Tricia : I think we really met for the very first time in a math class
that year. We were kind of goofy together and loved to have a good
time together. We were just friends at first and plus we were both
dating other people at the time. Eventually, we started dating seriously in our junior and senior years.

* Matt, how did you come to know Christ as your per-

Cedarville University student-athletes Tricia Wegman and Matt
Houchin reflect back and see God's hand directing many steps in
their young lives. Now they are looking into the possibility of
becoming missionaries together in the Dominican Republic.
was a lot of drinking, partying and drugs going on. I found myself
getting caught up in the lifestyle and thinking "this is just the way
things are supposed to be - play baseball , party, sleep and then
get ready for the next game." I was definitely headed down the
wrong path. I finally accepted Christ as my personal Savior in
December of my senior year and it completely, completely
changed my life.
Tricia: Our family saw the potential in Matt and just kept talking
with him about Christ. My parents were able to help lead him to
the Lord before one of his high school basketball games. It was
neat, too, that my dad was able to baptize Matt a few months after
his salvation.

* How did you both end up at Cedarville University?
Matt: After high school, I received a baseball scholarship to
Volunteer Community College in Tennessee. All I ever wanted to
do was play baseball at a higher level and this was a great opportunity for me. At that time, I had no idea that Christian colleges
even existed. I had never heard of Cedarville until Tricia decided
to go there. The baseball program at Volunteer Community was
excellent but I was not enjoying the atmosphere that surrounded
me. After a while, I began to consider going somewhere else , so
I decided to check out Cedarville and finally transferred the spring
semester of my freshman year.
Tricia: I was already planning on attending Cedarville because I
knew the special education major is great. I also wanted the influence of the Christian environment.

sonal Savior?
I did not grow up in a Christian home and hardly ever went to
church as a kid - maybe on Easter and Christmas. But God used
Tricia's family to model what it was like to live in a way that honors
God. They always were tal king about the Gospel and the Good
News and I saw the difference in their lives. In high school , there

* How would you summarize your baseball experience

so far at Cedarville?
I have thoroughly enjoyed my baseball career at CU. The guys
have been so helpful and such an important part of my growth as
a Christian. My teammates have helped me in so many ways.
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A winni ng formu la in action ...
Cedarville + Baseball = Love for God, Each Other and the Mission Field
where I am today. He preserved my life through some tough times
and I am just thankful to be here and want to use the rest of my
life to serve Him!
Tricia: I am also so thankful to God for bringing the two of us
together. There are no coincidences with God!

Coach Hughes has also been a huge
influence on me. I could not ask for a
better situation .
Tricia: I love baseball because I pretty
much grew up at a baseball field. It has
been so much fun for me to watch Matt
playing for the Yellow Jackets - a team
which has a focus to play for the right
reason - honoring God and using baseball as a ministry.

....

* What does the near future hold
for you as a couple?

Matt Houchin strokes one

Tricia: We are planning on getting mar- of his three base hits during
ried after our junior year next summer. CU's game against
Our families are supporting this deci- Wilmington College at
sion and we feel it will all work. I will Daytons' Fifth/Third Field.
have my student teaching to finish and Matt will also be able to
complete his senior season of baseball. It will also give us a year
together as a married couple before possibly life on the mission
field . There have certainly been a few hard times along the way but
we are confident that God has led us together.
Matt: We look back on our brief time together and are just amazed
to see how God has orchestrated our steps. It is awesome to see
the changes that happened in my life thanks to God's power, and
to realize He is the One who is in control!

Editor's Note: Please continue to pray for Matt and Tricia as they seek
God's direction and leading in their lives together. Pray they will sense a
genuine, divine peace about their future plans and that they will grow closer to Him and each other in the coming days. Their goal is to serve and
please the Lord - they would appreciate your consistent prayers, thoughts
and notes of encouragement.
Contact them through the Cedarville University Sports Information Office,
251 N. Main Street, Cedarville, Ohio 45314.

Bill Wegman Shares His Testimony at
Dayton Dragons' Fifth/Third Field

* Where do you see God directing you after Cedarville?
Matt: I went on a missions trip to the Dominican Republic with the
Cedarville baseball team last year. It was an amazing experience
and I felt a special connection with the country - and baseball is
such a huge part of their culture. Now Tricia and I are planning a
trip back to the DR this August to visit the missionaries and to see
first-hand together what God is doing there . It would be great to
use my interest in baseball as a ministry. God is just completely
opening the doors for this - there is no doubt this is what He wants.
Tricia : It seems that God has prepared us for the possiblilty of serving Him in the Dominican Republic . It would be such a great place
for me to teach , to start a special education program there and use
my abilities to minister to the children. It has been neat, too, watching Matt grow in the Lord and to see him develop into the person
he is today - wanting to be a "baseball missionary". It is so exciting
to see the impact my dad and the CU baseball team has had on
Matt.
Matt: Another special blessing that may work out includes my older
brother who recently signed a professional softball contract with
Easton - a sporting goods company. He has already mentioned the
possibility of donating baseball equipment like gloves, bats, balls,
shoes, helmets, etc. to help our ministry! This could be an incredible benefit to the work among the Dominican kids. One of the
ideas I have is to work toward putting together a Christian team
from a local church ministry in the DR that would possibly compete
in the Little League World Series. What a great platform that could
be to share Christ!

* Anything else you would like to share?
Matt: You learn to not take things for granted when you have wasted 18 years of your life. If not for the grace of God, I would not be

(Left) A Bill Wegman baseball card. (Right) Bill Wegman speaks to
the crowd at Fifth/Third Field in Dayton.

The Yellow Jacket baseball team enjoyed a unique experience
when they had the opportunity to host Wilmington College in a
baseball game at Fifth/Third Field in Dayton on April 19. A crowd
of more than 500 fans showed up to watch the visiting Quakers
knock off CU , 4-1, on a beautiful 70-degree night.
Thanks to Cedarville University's corporate sponsorship with
the Class A Dayton Dragons, the school 's baseball program is
allowed to play select home games at the stadium. The Jackets
played an exhibition game there last fall so this was their second
appearance at Fifth/Third Field .
"It was a good evening for all involved ," remarked Cedarville
Head Coach Greg Hughes. "While we would rather have come
away with a victory, it was a great experience for the players ,
their parents, and the students who came out to support us."
The basebal l game was not the only item featured during the
evening which was organized by one of CU 's sport management
classes. Former Milwaukee Brewers pitcher Bill Wegman tossed
out the game's ceremonial first pitch and then spoke to both
teams and the fans after the contest regarding his personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Hughes added , "This was a terrific ministry opportunity for us
to have with Bill Wegman involved . The turnout was awesome .
We would not have had the same result on our home field so we
are most thankful to the Dragons for letting us schedule this
event at their stadium ."
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I~ I Women's Basketball in Dominican Republic I~ I
On Sunday, May 7, 2006, seven membe rs of the Lady Jacket
women 's basketball team along with three junior varsity players
and three coaches, departed fo r a week-long missions trip to the
Dominican Republic. Below are excerpts from daily e-mail reports
that present an overview of their experiences ...
- - - -- - DAY 1 (Coach Lori Huckaby) - - - - - Our trip to the DR went smoothly, we arrived at the SCORE
complex, had an hour to get settled and then it was off to practice. A number of kids came in to watch as we played and we were
able to talk a little and shoot around with them when we finished .
Went back to the complex for dinner, a sweet time of worship &
devotions and then off to bed. Pray for our group that we will grow
together this next week as we truly attempt to use our gift of basketball to honor Him and share our faith with others.
- - - - - - DAY 2 (by Brittany Smart) - - - - - Our first destination was a home for the elderly at a sugar cane
village. Two team members shared their testimony and I gave the
message of the "Power Ball" - a basketball with the colors of the
Wordless Book. Many of these people were already saved and it
was an encouragement to see them still excited about the Lord.
We also spent some time playing kickball with the kids from the
village. After lunch and a quick nap, the team headed out for their
first game. It was a 10-point victory for the Lady Jackets - even
with parts of the gym floor missing and playing with a larger ball
than normal - but most importantly, many were able to share their
faith after the game. Overall , the ladies were very bold and intentional about witnessing today to the Dominican people.
- - - - - - -~ DAY 3 (by Stacie Travis) - - - - - Today was another good day! This morning we played our first
of two scheduled games. When we got to the gym, the floor was
covered with chairs and a stage. We helped the people stack all
the chairs, etc. and then played the game. Kristine Rucker gave
her testimony and shared the Power Ball. Our second game of the
day was played at a complex built for the Pan American Games it seated 10,000 people! Before this game even started ,
Stephanie Bolman presented the message of the Power Ball.
It was definitely exciting to see the Lord work in awesome ways
today.
- - - - - - - DAY 4 (by Mary Stockdale) - - -- - Okay, this day was just amazing. We
left for the sugar cane village - the
same one we had visited earlier - but
stopped along the way to buy enough
food for ten families. We bagged up
rice, beans, powdered milk, bullion
and salt - and this wou ld last a typical
family at least a week!
Once we arrived at the sugar cane
village, we were flooded with kids all
around us. We played football, kickball
and frisbee. They absolutely love to
give hugs and were eager for our
attention! After our play time, everyone Mary Stockdale shares the meswent into the church building and we sage of the Power Ball with two
sang a couple songs and shared our Dominican boys.
desire for them to accept Christ as Savior! Katy Barry presented
the Power Ball message.
We had another game in the evening against a very good
Dominican club team. Afterwards, Bayley Nosal shared her testimony and asked for anyone interested in accepting Christ to pray
for salvation .
Back at the SCORE complex, missionary Tim Craiger challenged all of us to think about what God is teaching us each day
and pray for our individual growth in Christ. All in all, a great day!
DAY 5 (by Katy Barry)
Let me just say this has been an awesome trip so far and it has

The Cedarville University women's basketball group in the Dominican Republic.

been amazing to see God work through us! Our day started with
a time of relaxing by the pool and a shopping trip for paintings.
After lunch , we headed to Santo Domingo and gave out over 500
Gospel tracts on a street where no cars are allowed . The people
were so grateful and took time to read the message of God's love
that was presented. Several of us were able to answer questions
and share about our faith. Later in the afternoon, the coaches
treated us to ice cream and it was wonderful!
Our game in the evening was a loss in overtime but something
amazing happened. Emily Noble presented the Power Ball and
the opponents listened very intently. Our translator asked if anyone had accepted Christ during the message and three of them
raised their hands!! It was so exciting to see these young women
commit their lives to Christ.
- - - - - - - DAY 6 (by Bayley Nosal) - - - - - We have had an incredible time so far. God has been so good and
is revealing Himself to all of us in different ways. We have spent
a significant amount of time in praise and worship, and we have
talked a lot about our theme verse in Habakkuk 1 :5 - " ..... God wi ll
do amazing things that we would not believe, even if we were
told." Our team was put together for a reason and we have seen
this verse come true each and every day.
Today was our rest day at Catalina Island. It was a beautiful
time spent enjoying the water, sunshine and food!
On the way back from the island , Stephanie and I met two girls
and had a nice conversation about the Lord . I could tell the Holy
Spirit was working on their hearts. Please pray for their salvation
and all the others we have talked with this week.
- - - - - - - DAY 7 (by Kristine Rucker) - -- - - First thing on the schedule today was the orphanage. All of the
children were waiting for us at the gate. We gave them gifts of
candy, toys, books , games, etc. Stephanie shared her testimony
and Karissa Bollenbacher talked about the Power Ball.
We also put on a clinic in the afternoon for about 50 children in
the inner city of Santo Domingo. We only had two baskets and
about 1O basketballs but it all worked out. Bayley and I shared our
testimonies and about 30 kids raised their hands to accept Christ!
There was a big tournament this week for the Dominican club
teams and so we went to the games, shared the Power Ball with
some of the teams and passed out tracts to the people in the
stands.
- - - - - - - DAY 8 (by Emily Noble)
Today was pretty relaxing. We went to church this morning in
Santo Domingo. It was really interesting considering it was almost
all in Spanish . Brittany went to the platform to give her testimony
and a brief report on our trip. At the end of the service, a men 's
chorus was singing on stage and they asked for some of the team
to come up and sing with them . Stephanie was first to jump up
and then Bayley followed . They did really well!
After church, we ate, rested and had a final session together
wrapping up the trip and sharing highlights and special memories. Tomorrow we head home to the United States. The trip has
been amazing and we will never forget the things we saw God do
amongst us during these days!
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